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SIXTH FORM 

As an 11 to 18 Academy, students continue to flourish within our school-based Sixth 

Form, where they can enjoy the extra freedoms and responsibilities of a post-16 

setting, while remaining part of a nurturing and transformational community 

founded on Love, Hope and Trust.  

 

Our expert Key Stage 5 team are dedicated to preparing Sixth Form students for 

their next stage of their education. Whether your child’s ambition is to attend a 

Russell Group University, undergo an apprenticeship, or gain credible qualifications 

leading directly into employment and training, St Mark’s Sixth Form supports them to 

achieve their dreams.  

 

Sixth Form students have a bespoke enrichment offer designed to enhance their 

employability skills and physical and mental health. These include, driving theory 

lessons, the EPQ, an impressive range of sporting clubs, Sports Leaders qualification, 

volunteering at local primary schools and debate club.  

 

Sixth form is an opportunity for students to transform themselves into successful 

citizens ready for the rest of their lives. St Mark’s Academy provides a setting in 

which our students are equipped to compete against those from world class 

settings. Our alumni network of medics, Oxbridge applicants and Year 13 leavers 

show the impact of our incredible provision.  

INTRODUCTION 
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Being the third generation of a St Mark’s student in my family, I 

can say from experience that the staff are always there when 

you need them and always want to help. The lessons are high 

quality, and everyone has a positive attitude to learning, 

because there is a mutual respect between pupil and teacher. 

I couldn’t be where I am now if it were not for St Mark’s, and 

I’m glad I made the choice to join the St Mark’s family. 

Year 13 Student 



SIXTH FORM 
TESTIMONIALS  
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 ”I moved to the UK in the middle of the COVID-19 pandemic, it was the start of Year 11 and I had 

no idea that GCSEs were ahead of me. I was fortunate to start St Mark's and was immediately in 

safe hands. I finished my GCSEs with nearly all grade 9s and decided to stay for sixth form. The 

university preparation could not have been easier due to the support of amazing staff - my 

progress leader, the head of sixth form, the leadership team, and all my teachers. I received advice 

on my university choices and had help with my personal statement and UCAS application. When 

the time came that I received an interview from the University of Cambridge, I was mentored by 

amazing teachers in preparation for it. Although A-levels were a really hard time, I had so much 

support, both academic and wellbeing, that I am fortunate enough to say I have now finished my 

first year at the University of Cambridge. I could not have done it without the amazing team at St 

Mark's, who dedicate their whole selves to helping students, arranging booster sessions on top of 

timetabled lessons, providing students with additional material and past papers, and so much 

more. I wholeheartedly recommend this sixth form. It helped me transform into the best version 

of myself I never dreamt of becoming” Sara –2023 

 

“ I have loved my time at St Mark’s Sixth Form. The support from all the sixth form team and the 

encouragement from them all really inspired me to push myself further. The teachers genuinely care 

about what helps you and how you best learn in order to best support you. Without their support, I 

would not be going to university for medicine, and I wouldn’t have felt as confident as I did for my 

exams. I would recommend the sixth form because of this support and encouragement, as well as 

recommend it for the amazing experiences the school can offer us. We had so many trips, talks, etc on 

enrichment day that truly did enrich our minds and prepare us for our future. I started at St Marks in 

year 7 as a shy, nervous girl who knew no one and came by myself from primary, and I’m leaving as a 

year 13 with friendships I wouldn’t change for the world, confidence I didn’t know I could have and 

dreams that I know I can achieve.” CJ– 2024 

`Currently in St Marks as a Year 12 student the school has brilliantly executed helpful and 

beneficial events that aid in my future goals after secondary school. Via outlook email my 

school allows me to present the best version of myself by sending a plethora of 

opportunities to augment to my personal statement. The school had provided me with 

the opportunity to be a member of the Elephant Group which helped me experience life 

at university through a residential trip to Exeter University, where I learnt a vast number 

of skills and greater insight into my future. I highly recommend attending St Mark’s 

because they show genuine care for our next stages in our career and demonstrate the 

utmost effort into catering to our future goals through a vast number of opportunities. 

`Daniella– 2025 

 



COURSE GUIDANCE 

Your choice of course will depend on your GCSE qualifications and your career 

ambitions. Please read carefully the information in this booklet before making a 

decision on what is the right course for you.  

 

When choosing your courses ask yourself:  

− What type of qualification do I want to study? 

− Will I have the right GCSE grades?  

− Do I enjoy the subject?  

− Which subjects go well together?  

− In which subjects am I more likely to be successful?  

− Which subjects will help me to progress to my preferred Post-18 option?  

 

You should take care in choosing your subjects at A level and AAQs to ensure that 

the combination suits your career path. For example, to pursue a career in Medicine 

or Engineering, three Sciences or two Sciences (including Chemistry for Medicine) 

and Mathematics are advised. If you are interested in Law, English and History are 

good foundation subjects and a Modern Foreign Language would help with 

International Law. You can find more about university course requirements on UCAS 

website, or talk to your subject teachers, your coach and your progress leader. 

 

Important notices 

 

1) This booklet contains a summary of the courses intended to be offered . 

Courses are offered subject to student numbers. Courses cancelled due to 

insufficient demand cannot be reinstated if students change their selection at 

a later date. 

2) When you complete your application, this does not guarantee your space on 

that subject. Final GCSE outcomes, as well as suitability assessments in 

September will ensure you are on the correct courses. You may be moved 

between courses if evidence suggests that a course is not a right fit for you. 

This will ensure that each child leaves our academy equipped for a successful 

future. 
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A DAY IN THE LIFE 

8:25 am             Coaching time  

8:50am-10:35am  Lessons / Independent study time  

10:35am-11:00am Break  

11:00am-12:45pm Lessons / Independent study time  

12:45pm-1:25pm   Lunch  

1:25pm-3:15pm  Lessons/ Independent study time  

3:15pm - 5pm  After school enrichment / Independent study time / Intervention 

 

FRIDAY ONLY:  

2:25pm-3:15pm  Enrichment –Extra/ Super-curricular period where you are encouraged to  

                                                               Leave school and engage in opportunities in person  

                                                               or online. These include but not limited to work experience  

                                                               and volunteering. 

 

HOW TO APPLY 
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OF A SIXTH FORMER 

Please refer to the school website 

 

The final deadline for applications is January 2026 



CURRICULUM 



MEDICAL SCIENCE 

Exam Board & Qualification 

Pearson BTEC National qualification (AAQ) 

How will I be assessed? 

50% exam 

50% coursework 

What is the subject about? 

 

The Medical Science AAQ is 

an applied qualification de-

signed for students interested 

in pursuing a career or further 

study in the medical or 

healthcare sciences. This 

course blends theoretical 

knowledge with practical, 

real-world application, 

providing a strong foundation 

Entry Requirements 

4 in Science 

4 in Maths/ 4 in English  

Career Opportunities 

• Nursing 

• Researcher  

• Scientific Analyser 

• Clinical scientist  
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ART 
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Exam Board & Qualification 

Eduqas (Welsh Board) A Level 

How will I be assessed? 

60% coursework 

40% exam 

What is the subject about? 

Students choosing to follow a creative 

path in Art and Design will be 

encouraged to develop an inquisitive 

and open mind set. They will be exposed 

to the visual world through still life 

investigations, architecture, advertising, 

film and language as well as the obvious 

2D and 3D imagery.  

 

They will continue to apply and develop 

a broader range of skills, processes and 

techniques while following 

the Eduqas Fine art A’ level course.  They 

will be introduced to a wider group 

of artists spanning time, cultures and 

styles increasing their knowledge and 

experience of artists practice.  

 

These investigations will feed into their 

own practice as they develop their skills 

and gain a wealth of experience 

experimenting with various 2D, 3D and 

digital media. Students will be 

encouraged to develop their own 

interests and independent study. The 

assessment criteria are equally weighted 

and cover four strands: written research 

and analysis, recording observation, 

experimenting with media and processes 

and the outcome.  

 

 

 

  

Entry Requirements 

4 in English 

6 in Art (reviewed case by case) 

Career Opportunities 

• Marketing 

• Admin 

• Accounting 

• Customer Service 



BIOLOGY 

Exam Board & Qualification 

OCR A Level 

How will I be assessed? 

100% Exam 

What is the subject about? 

Studying A level Biology builds upon your 

understanding of the subject so far. The 

course enables you to develop your skills 

and understanding of scientific methods, 

data analysis, observations, correlations 

and causal relationships.  

 

Over the two years you will explore 

Several  topics and learn about the 

Workings of molecular biology  as well as 

theories of evolution and human impact 

on the world.  There  is a practical 

Element that runs through the whole 

course and you learn skills on the use of 

apparatus and techniques to prepare 

you for higher  education . 

 

The transferable  skills developed on this 

course are useful in a diverse range of 

careers and higher education course.  

The values of studying a science A level 

can open doors to psychology, Ecology, 

Medicine, Research and much more   

 

  

Entry Requirements 

7,7 in Combined Science 

7 in Biology 

5 in Maths 

Career Opportunities 

 

• Pharmacy 

• Medicine 

• Biomedical Scientist 

• Engineering 

• Research 

• Ecology 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 
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Exam Board & Qualification 

Pearson BTEC National qualification  (AAQ) 

How will I be assessed? 

• 58% external assessment (exams and controlled tasks) 

· 42% internal assessment (coursework and projects)  

What is the subject about? 

The BTEC level 3 Business Studies course 

prepares students to be inquisitive learners.. 

Students look at functional areas of business, 

marketing and requirement. 

 

The course is made up of some mandatory and 

some 9ptinal unites. The choices around these 

provides a balance of breadth and dept, while 

retaining a degree of choice fo individual learners 

to study content relevant to their own interest 

and progression . 

 

A qualification in Business studies is for learners 

who may be interested in business and  view it as 

a relevant for their higher education pathways . 

It teaches  learners about content whilst also 

giving them broader skills around prioritising and 

time management.  

 

 

 

 

Entry Requirements 

4 in Maths 

Career Opportunities 

• Marketing 

• Admin 

• Accounting 

• Customer Service 



CHEMISTRY 

Exam Board & Qualification 

OCR A Level 

How will I be assessed? 

100% Exam 

What is the subject about? 

Studying A-Level Chemistry allows you to 

gain an insight into the world around us. 

Chemistry touches on every aspect of 

our lives, from our bodily functions to the 

atmosphere around us.  

 

In A-Level Chemistry you will cover the 

fundamentals of Physical, Organic and 

Inorganic Chemistry. This encompasses a 

range of topics that will either directly 

help you in the career path you want go, 

or provide you with the transferable skills 

required to thrive in the career you want 

to go into.  

 

By the end of your studies you will have 

gained an understanding of important 

scientific theories and the principles of 

chemistry.  

 

 

 

 

 

Entry Requirements 

7,7  in Combined Science  

or 7 in Chemistry 

6 in Maths 

Career Opportunities 

• Medicine 

• Dentistry 

• Pharmacology 

• Teaching 

• Forensics 

• Chemical Engineering 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 
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Exam Board & Qualification 

OCR A Level 

How will I be assessed? 

80% exam 

20% Programming project 

What is the subject about? 

 

Computer Science offers students a deep and 

engaging exploration of how computers work 

and how to solve problems using code. It’s ideal 

for learners who enjoy logical thinking, creativity, 

and building real-world digital solutions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entry Requirements 

6 in Maths  

Career Opportunities 

• Software Engineer/Developer  

• Web developer 

• Cybersecurity analyst  



INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY  
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Exam Board & Qualification 

BTEC Level 3 National Informational Technology (AAQ) 

How will I be assessed? 

66.6% Exams 

33.4% coursework  

What is the subject about? 

 

L3 Information Technology is a course designed 

to give students a comprehensive understanding 

of the role of IT in our current society. Students 

will develop their knowledge of how and why we 

use IT to process data, share information and 

analyse facts and figures. 

 

The career opportunities that can be developed 

through information technology are based on the  

transferable skills used in this subject. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entry Requirements 

4 in English and or 4 in Maths 

Career Opportunities 

• Social Media Specialist 

• Web developer 

• Business Analyst 



ECONOMICS 

Exam Board & Qualification 

Edexcel 

How will I be assessed? 

100% exam 

What is the subject about? 

Economics explores how individuals, 

businesses, and governments make 

choices about allocating resources and 

how those choices shape the world we 

live in. This course offers students a 

powerful lens through which to 

understand current affairs, financial 

systems, and global challenges. 

Students will study both microeconomics 

(how markets work and why they 

sometimes fail) and macroeconomics 

(how economies grow, why inflation 

matters, and how governments respond 

to crises). Lessons encourage debate, 

critical thinking, and the application of 

theory to real-world issues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entry Requirements 

7 in Maths 

6 in  Humanities or English 

Career Opportunities 

• Economist 

• Financial Analyst  

• Investment banker  
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 
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Exam Board & Qualification 

AQA A Level 

How will I be assessed? 

75% Exam 

25% Coursework 

What is the subject about? 

English Literature A Level is for voracious 

readers, confident analysts and students 

who enjoy critically thinking about 

different perspectives and the world 

around them.  

 

You will study a range of inspirational set 

texts that we have chosen to fuel 

enthusiastic discussions on literature and 

the dialogue between texts over genres 

and time.  

 

You will study a range of plays, novels 

and poetry whilst looking at critical 

articles to deepen your knowledge and 

understanding of the language and 

perspectives writers are crafting.  

 

There is a good deal of reading and 

essay writing in this course but we will 

support you in how you manage this and 

are passionate about helping you 

achieve the highest standards of essay 

writing for the exams.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entry Requirements 

6 English Literature 

5 English Language 

Career Opportunities 

• Law 

• Journalism 

• Politics 



FRENCH 

Exam Board & Qualification 

Pearson A Level 

How will I be assessed? 

70% Written Exams 

30% Speaking Exam 

What is the subject about? 

The new Pearson Level 3 Advanced GCE 

French has been developed to inspire all 

students who have an appreciation of 

the language , literature, film and culture 

of the French-speaking world. 

 

During the French A Level you will look at 

language in terms of society, 

background, and heritage. The 

knowledge gained through lessons will 

help students to read, write, speak and 

listen with French. As students become 

confident in their language proficiency, 

there will be opportunity to explore 

French through additional resources such 

as film and text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entry Requirements 

6 in French 

Career Opportunities 

• Business Analyst 

• Tourism 

• Translators 

• Interpreters 

• Lawyer 
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GEOGRAPHY 
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Exam Board & Qualification 

Pearson A Level 

How will I be assessed? 

80% Exam 

20% Coursework 

What is the subject about? 

A Level Geography will enable you to be 

inspired by your geographical 

understanding, to enable you to be 

engage critically with real world issues 

and places, and to apply your 

geographical knowledge, theory and 

skills to the world around you.  

 

The course is split into an exam and 

coursework so students need to be 

independent learners. They will be taught 

how to carry out research and use 

primary data to support their findings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entry Requirements 

6 in Geography 

5 in Maths 

5 in English 

Career Opportunities 

• Hydrology 

• Retail Planning 

• Council Planning 

• Environmental Scientist  



HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 

Exam Board & Qualification 

Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate (AAQ)

How will I be assessed? 

50% exam 

50% coursework 

What is the subject about? 

For learners who are interested in a 

career in the health and social care 

sector. The qualification supports 

progression to higher education when 

taken as part of a programme of study 

that includes other vocational or general 

qualifications. (Equivalent in size to one A 

Level)  

 

Health and Social Care has been one of 

the top progress subjects in 6th form for 

the last 4 years, with the majority of last 

year’s students achieving a Distinction*.  

 

The qualification carries UCAS points and 

is recognised by higher education 

providers as contributing to meeting 

admission requirements for many 

relevant courses if taken alongside other 

Level 3 qualifications as part of a 

programme of learning.  

 

 

 

 

Entry Requirements 

4 in English 

Career Opportunities 

Previous students have gone on to study: 

• Nursing  

• Midwifery  

• Counselling  

• Pharmacy  

• Physiotherapy  
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HISTORY 
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Exam Board & Qualification 

AQA A Level 

How will I be assessed? 

80% Exam 

20% Coursework 

What is the subject about? 

History at advanced level consists of 3 

components, a breadth study, a depth 

study and an historical investigation. 

 

Breadth Study: 

At St. Mark’s we study Stuart Britain and 

the Crisis of Monarchy between 1603 and 

1702 (1D). In this topic we look at how the 

nature of government changes in 

England over this period. Crises of power 

are investigated and we look at how 

conflict between the monarchy and 

parliament results in revolution. We will 

study how England becomes a republic 

and how, when this doesn’t suit, it then 

becomes a constitutional monarchy. 

Depth Study: 

Here we study Democracy and Nazism: 

Germany 1918-1945 (2O). This includes 

how Germany established its 

government after the Great War, saw 

economic hardship and recovery until 

the Wall Street Crash in 1929 and then 

with economic collapse we see that 

democracy also collapses as the Nazis 

come to power in 1933. 

From 1933 we will see what the Nazis did 

once they were in power, including the 

‘Terror State’ and propaganda. We will 

also study in some depth their racial 

ideologies and how these were applied 

in the Nazi regime. Finally we will see how 

the Second World War impacted on 

Germany. 

Historical investigation: 

In our historical investigation we will study 

an aspect of the history of the USA 

spanning at least one hundred years. 

 

 

Entry Requirements 

5 in History 

5 in English 

Career Opportunities 

• Journalism 

• Politics 

• Law 



LAW 

Exam Board & Qualification 

OCR A Level 

How will I be assessed? 

100% Exam 

What is the subject about? 

The Law course provides students with an 

understanding of the English legal system 

and substantive law, including both 

criminal and civil law. In addition, they 

develop analytical, critical thinking and 

problem-solving skills, which will assist 

students in higher education, in the 

workplace and in everyday life. The 

course develops excellent written 

communication skills and research skills, 

while engaging the student in real life 

challenges.  

 

A-level Law encourages students' 

organisational skills, together with their 

ability to think independently. Students 

are required to write clearly, concisely 

and in a logical manner. They develop 

their problem-solving skills and learn how 

to identify legal issues and apply the 

relevant law to a scenario to reach a 

conclusion. This requires students to 

interpret legislation and read case law. In 

addition, they gain critical evaluation 

skills to ensure that they can confidently 

express views which are substantiated 

with evidence, encouraging them to 

reflect on contemporary issues in society. 

 

 

 

 

Entry Requirements 

5 in English Language 

Career Opportunities 

• Barrister 

• Solicitor 

• Property Lawyer  
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LIFEOLOGY AND RE CORE 
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Exam Board & Qualification 

NA 

How will I be assessed? 

NA 

What is the subject about? 

Lifeology is a course designed uniquely 

for students at St.Mark’s Academy. 

 

Lifeology provides you will the 

information and skills needed to thrive 

throughout your time in sixth form and 

beyond. 

For RE you will explore core Christian 

beliefs, philosophical and ethical inquiry, 

personal reflection and spiritual 

development. 

 Entry Requirements 

NA 

Career Opportunities 

• Developing labour market and 

adult life skills relevant to any job. 



RESIT ENGLISH 

Exam Board & Qualification 

AQA GCSE 

How will I be assessed? 

100% Exam 

What is the subject about? 

The specification offers the attraction of 

two equally-balanced papers, relating 

reading sources to the topic and theme 

of writing tasks. The reading sources act 

as stimulus for writing tasks, providing 

students with a clear route through each 

paper. 

 

Each paper has a distinct identity to 

better support high quality provision and 

engaging teaching and learning. Paper 

1, Explorations in Creative Reading and 

Writing, looks at how writers use narrative 

and descriptive techniques to engage 

the interest of readers. Paper 2, Writers' 

Viewpoints and Perspectives, looks at 

how different writers present a similar 

topic over time. 

 

Our approach to spoken language 

(previously speaking and listening) will 

emphasise the importance of the wider 

benefits that speaking and listening skills 

have for students. The endorsed unit will 

draw on good practice to suggest how 

engaging formative tasks can lead to a 

single summative assessment. 

Entry Requirements 

Less than 4 in English 

Career Opportunities 

Students must study  English  as part 

of their academic timetable if hey 

do not hold a GCSE grade 9 to 4 

 

 

Achieving a GCSE qualification 

grade 9 to 4 helps students to 

progress further study, training and 

skilled employment  
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RESIT MATHS 
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Exam Board & Qualification 

AQA GCSE 

How will I be assessed? 

100% Exam 

What is the subject about? 

The aims and objectives of the Pearson 

Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in 

Mathematics are to enable students to: 

− develop fluent knowledge, skills and 

understanding of mathematical 

methods and concepts 

− acquire, select and apply 

mathematical techniques to solve 

problems 

− reason mathematically, make 

deductions and inferences, and draw 

conclusions 

− comprehend, interpret and 

communicate mathematical 

information in a variety of forms 

appropriate to the information and 

context 

Entry Requirements 

Less than 4 in Maths 

Career Opportunities 

Students must study Maths as part 

of their academic timetable if they 

do not hold a GCSE grade 9 to 4. 

 

Achieving a GCSE qualification 

grade 9 to 4 helps students to 

progress further study, training and 

skilled employment. 



SPANISH 

Exam Board & Qualification 

Pearson A Level 

How will I be assessed? 

70% Written Exams 

30% Speaking Exam 

What is the subject about? 

The new Pearson A Level in Spanish has 

been developed to inspire all students 

who have an appreciation of the 

language, literature, film and culture of 

the Spanish-speaking world. 

 

During the Spanish A Level you will look at 

the language in terms of society, 

background, and heritage. The 

knowledge gained through lessons will 

help students to read, write, speak and 

listen in Spanish. As students become 

confident in their language proficiency, 

there will be opportunity to explore 

Spanish through additional resources 

such as film and text. 

Entry Requirements 

6 in Spanish 

Career Opportunities 

• International aid 

• Banking 

• Translator 

• Teaching 

• Media 
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SPORT CTEC 
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Exam Board & Qualification 

OCR Level 3 

How will I be assessed? 

52% Exam 

48% Coursework 

What is the subject about? 

BTEC Sport is a level 3 course that will 

develop your skills in practical sports 

performance as well as your knowledge 

of the anatomy and physiology of the 

human body.  

 

This is the perfect course for those wishing 

to pursue a career within the ever-

growing sports industry or those aspiring 

to study a sports science degree at 

university.  

 

Level 3 BTEC Sport works perfectly when 

studied alongside most other A-Levels 

and BTEC's and provides a great pair for 

those students wishing to study the 

sciences.  

 

In a world where health, sport and 

science are progressing at extraordinary 

rates, why not jump in and get involved 

in this fascinating industry.  

 

 

 

 

 

Entry Requirements 

4 in English 

3 in Science 

 

Career Opportunities 

• Coaching 

• Teaching 

•  Recreational sports 

• Occupational therapy 



MATHS 

Exam Board & Qualification 

Pearson A Level 

How will I be assessed? 

100% Exam 

What is the subject about? 

A Level Maths is an excellent foundation 

for both further study and employment. It 

remains a particular impressive 

qualification that demonstrates core 

intelligence, a logical mind and excellent 

problem solving skills.  

 

The course aims to extend students range 

in using mathematical processes and 

techniques and constructing 

mathematical proofs.  Students are 

taught make deductions and inferences 

that explore mathematical situations as 

well as applying these to both familiar 

and unfamiliar and contexts. 

 

Maths is highly sought after universities 

and compliments any level 3 

qualifications 

 

Maths is a challenging course and 

students who are confident 

mathematicians with a love for the 

subject should consider it as one of their 

options   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entry Requirements 

7 in Maths 

Career Opportunities 

 

• Actuary 

• Operational researcher 

• Statistician 

• Engineer 

• Accountant 
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PHYSICS 

Exam Board & Qualification 

AQA A Level 

How will I be assessed? 

100% Exam 

What is the subject about? 

Physics reveal the mathematical beauty 

of the universe at scales ranging from 

subatomic to cosmological. Studying 

physics strengthens quantitative 

reasoning and problem solving skills that 

are valuable in areas beyond physics. 

We cover a broad range of topics 

including but not limited to particle 

physics, mechanics, simple harmonic 

motion, and astrophysics.  

 

Students are strongly encouraged to take 

A Level Mathematics alongside Physics. 

Those not studying A Level Maths may 

find the course more challenging. 

 

 

 

Entry Requirements 

7,7 in Combined Science 

7 in Physics 

7 in Maths 

Career Opportunities 

• Mathematician 

• Engineer 

• Architect 

• Astrophysicist  
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PSYCHOLOGY 
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Exam Board & Qualification 

AQA A Level 

How will I be assessed? 

100% Exam 

What is the subject about? 

Psychology, the science of the brain and 

behaviour, existing on the cutting edge 

of science. Students will engage with 

contemporary and classic research on a 

wide variety of psychological 

phenomena.  

 

Students will study: 

− The processes behind Social Influence 

to answer questions about why 

humans obey unjust orders or conform 

to social norms.  

− The science of Memory to answer 

questions such as why annoying songs 

get stuck in our heads but sometimes 

we forgot why we came into a room. 

− The nature of childhood mental illness 

to answer questions about what is 

normality, what causes a delusion, 

and why so many people are afraid of 

spiders.  

− As well as the structure of the brain, 

the importance of early attachments, 

different approaches to studying 

behaviour, and the strengths and 

weaknesses of social scientific 

research methods.  

 

 

 

Entry Requirements 

6,6 in Science /or any Humanities 

5 in Psychology (If studied) 

4 in English 

5 in Maths 

Career Opportunities 

• Psychologist 

• Social Work 

• Life coaching 

• Mental Health Nursing  



RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

Exam Board & Qualification 

OCR A Level 

How will I be assessed? 

100% Exam 

What is the subject about? 

Religious Studies A Level provides you 

with the chance to explore the big 

questions in depth. You explore a 

plethora of ethical theories and navigate 

how we, as humans, know right from 

wrong. You study Philosophy through the 

ages from the Ancient Greeks to the 

present day and in doing so, will cultivate 

your own love of learning. You will also 

engage with the developments that 

have taken place in Christian thought 

from the early Church to modern day 

interpretations around topics like: the 

afterlife, gender and sexuality.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entry Requirements 

6 in RE 

5 in English 

Career Opportunities 

• Publishing 

• Media 

• Philosophy 

• Social Work 
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Exam Board & Qualification 

AQA  A Level 

How will I be assessed? 

100% Exam 

What is the subject about? 

Have you ever wondered what causes 

some groups of people to commit more 

crime than others? Have you ever asked 

yourself why individuals from middle class 

backgrounds outperform those from 

working class backgrounds, in 

education? Have you ever considered 

why some religions are increasing? These 

are issues that are all encompassed into 

the A Level course and they provoke a 

lot of discussion and debate. If you are 

interested in these issues and wider 

societal debates then this subject is for 

you!  

 

Sociology is an increasingly popular 

subject, particularly amongst those 

students who wish to combine the study 

of traditional subjects with a new 

discipline which offers fresh insights into 

human life. Sociology aims to understand 

human behaviour by looking at the 

society in which we live, and how that 

society shapes our courses of action.  

 

 

 

 

Entry Requirements 

5 in English Language 

4 in Maths 

5 in Humanities/psychology 

Career Opportunities 

• Police 

• Teaching 

• Law 

• Nursing 

• Social Work 



HOW TO APPLY 
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Applying for Sixth Form is an important process and you should take this time to complete 

it properly. 

 

Choosing your subject can be dauting proves so follow our handy guide to filling in your 

application. 

 

1) Read through the subject booklet and look at the course descriptions, entry 

requirements and possible career pathways. Which subjects are you interested in? 

Do you meet the entry requirements? 

2) Once you have narrowed the subject choices down to 3 or 4, have a look at what 

block they are in. You can choose one subject from each block. 

3) After open evening speak to your teacher and ask any follow up questions about 

what each course is like at sixth form. 

4) Go and speak to some sixth form students during the school day and find out what 

they study. Ask them from a student’s perspective of the course. 

5) Once you have made your subject choices, discuss with your family it is important 

that they are part of the process with you. 

6) Complete the application form online with the support of your parent/guardian. If 

you are unsure about any of the questions, then speak to your coach. 

 

 

 

Online Application Form 

Go to www.stmarksacademy.com 

Go to the sixth form section 

Click on application 

 

Please see website for updates on application deadline. 




