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Sexting The Law
Sexting can be seen as harmless but creating or sharing explicit images of a child is illegal,
even if the person doing it is a child. A young person s breaking the law if they:
« Take an explicit photo or video of themselves or a friend;
« Share an explicit image or video of a child, even if it's shared between children of the
same age;
« Possess, downloads or stores an explicit image or video of a child, even if the child gave
their permission for it to be created.
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Why do children and young people sext?
Joining in because they think that ‘everyone s doing it'

Boosting their self-esteem

Flirting with others and testing their sexual identity

Exploring their sexual feelings

To get attention and connect with new people on social media

They may find it difficult to say no if somebody asks them for an explicit image, especially if
the person asking is persistent

What are the risks?
No control over images that have been shared

Images can be used to blackmail into doing more or something else illegal

Bullying amongst peers and beyond

Unwanted attention

Emotional distress, embarrassment and humiliation which may lead to poor mental health.

How you can talk to your child?
« Have a candid conversation explaining risks
« Make it clear you will be supportive

Mobile phones at Oxted: Due to the risk mentioned above, the use of mabile phones by
students is not permitted in school unless directed by staff, whilst we appreciate that many
parents like their child to have a phone for the journey to and from school, they must be
switched off during the school day (this includes break and lunch time.) Any student found
using a phone will have it confiscated. We operate a “see i, take it” policy. Mobiles are
confiscated by a staff member will be safely stored with a member of the reception team.




