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Subject: Art
Topic: Portraits  

B. Key Knowledge 1: Composition and Colour 
theory
The property possessed by an object of producing different sensations on 
the eye as a result of the way it reflects or emits light.

When you talk about the composition of something, you are referring to 
the way in which its various parts are put together and arranged.

G. Wider thinking / further reading:

D. Key Knowledge 3:  Key words 

C. Key Knowledge 2: 
The Colour Wheel  

A. Keywords:

F. Expert Modelling: Portraits

E. Image

Formal
elements

Line, Tone, Colour, Pattern, 
Shape, Texture and Form.

Line Line is the path left by a 
moving point. For example, 
a pencil or a brush dipped 
in paint. A line can be 
horizontal, diagonal or 
curved and can also change
length.

Shape A shape is an area enclosed 
by a line. It could be just an 
outline or it could be 
shaded in. Shapes can be
geometric or irregular.

Tone This refers to the lightness 
or darkness of something. 
This could be a shade or 
how dark or light a colour
appears. 

Pattern A design that is created by 
repeating lines, shapes, 
tones or colours.

Media The material used to create 
artwork.

Composition This is the way an object is
placed or positioned on a 
page.

Technique The way tools and media 
are used to create artwork.

Keywords:
Contrast Composition
Observation
Balance
Mark making
Stippling
Smooth
Texture
Tone
Form

Hue 
Tint
Tone
Shade 
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